
US Army Corps	 PUBLIC NOTICE 
Of Engineers 
Wilmington District 

lxsuc Dale: Augus: 24.2007 
Comment Dcadl inc: September 10, 2007 

Corps Act ion lD #: SAW-2007-02003 

The Wilmington District. Corps of Engineers (Corps) has received an application [rorn 

the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOTL seeking Department or till' 
Army authorization to impact 576 linear feet or -rrcum ch.umclx cxhibitiug important 
aquatic functions. and 81 linear feet of stream channels Licking important aquatic 
functions associated with the construction of a new rcxt area oil liS -1-21 ncar Wilkesboro. 
Wilkes County, North Carolina, 

Specific plans and location information arc described hclow aIIII shown on the attached 
plans. This Public Notice and all attached plans are also available on the Wilmington 
District Web Site at w\\w.saw,usace,arlllv.mil/wctLlllds 

Applicant:	 North Carolina Department of Transportation 
1501-\ Mail Service Center 
Raleigh. NC 2760() 

Authority 

The Corps will evaluate this application and a decide whether to issue. conditionally 
issue, or deny the proposed work pursuant to applicable procedures Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act 

Location 

The 22-acre site for the proposed resl station is located to the north of LIS 421 between 
NC Highway liS and NC Highway 18. ncar Wi lkcsboro. Wi Ikcs County. North Carolina. 
The proposed project site contains unnamed stream channels that flow into Little Cub 
Creek, a tributary of the Yadkiu River Basin (HUC 03040\(1). Latitude and Longitude 
in Decidegrees of the proposed site is 36.13-1--1-" \1. and 8 I. 122-1-' W. 

Existing Site Conditions 

The existing site conditions for the proposed project contain five jurisdictional stream 
channels. all of which are unnamed tributaries to Little Cur: Creek in the Yadkin River 
Basin. Four of the five streams were determined to cx hihit important aquatic I'ullctions 



and were rated as perennial by the North Carolina Division 0\ Water Quality (DWQ), 
The fifth stream was found to lack important aquatic lumtions and was r.ucd intermittent 
by DWQ. No designated Outstanding Resource W~ltCiS. J ligh Quality Waters. Water 
Supply I. Water Supply II. or 30.\(d) waters occur within 1,0 mile ofthe project sileo No 
wetlands were found on site. Thcxitc is primarily composed olIorcstcd land adjacent to 
US 421. 

A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) jurisdictional determination has been 
completed for the proposed site and has verified the aquatic tc.uurc« listed above. 

Applicant's Stated Purpose 

The project purpose is to replace the old rest station bypasscd by the construction on the 
new US 421. 

Project Description 

The proposed activity would involve the construction 0\ ~l IlCW res: station. This would 
include the creation of entrance and exit ramps. decclcr.uion and acceleration lanes. 
associated buildings. and all required utilitic-; 

Impacts to streams rated perennial and cxhibiting nuport.mt aqu.uic functions occur at 
Sites I. II. IlL and IV on the accompanying maps ami arc axsoci.ucd with the ramps and 
deceleration lane. Impacts to the intermittent stream occur on the nccclcr.nion lane and 
are also found on Site I on the attached maps. The proposed impacts arc a result lll' 
extending the existing culverts under US 421. or the placement of IlCW culverts. 

A Programmatic Categorical Exclusion (CE) was approved by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHEA) on February 24. 2006. A revised CE h.is been sent to the HIWA 
and will be distributed to the regulatory agencics uplln approval. No additional impacts 
to jurisdictional waters arc expccted (rom the revised CE than arc reflected within this 
Public Notice. 

To mitigate for all unavoidable impacts to jurisdictional Ic.uurcs. the applicant has 
proposed payment into the North Carolina Ecosystem Euh.uiccmcnt Program (NCEEP), 

Other Required Authorizations 

This notice and all applicable npplic.uion rnatcria!s arc heing Iorwardcd to the appropriate 
State agencies for review, The Corps will generally not make a I'illal permit decision until 
the North Carolina Division ofWater Quality (:,\CDW()I i,,:-ue:-. denies. 01' w.uvc-, State 
certification required by Section ...J-Oj ofthe Clean Wutcr I\Ct (PL l),2_)OO), The receipt 0\ 
the application and this public notice combined with appropriate applicauon Icc at the 
North Carolina Division of Water Quality central office in Raleigh will constitute initial 
receipt of an application for a ...J-OI Water Quality Certification, A waiver will he deemed 



to occur if the NCDWQ fails to act on this request 1'01' certification within sixty days 01 
the date of the receipt or this notice in the NCDWQ Central Office. Additional 
information regarding the Clean Water Act certification mav he reviewed at the NCDWQ 
Central Office. 401 Oversight and Express Permits Unit. 2J21 Crabtree Boulevard. 
Raleigh. North Carolina 2760c.l--2260. All persons desirin!,.' to make comments regarding 
the application for certification under Section -1-0 I \)1' tile ('le~1I1 Water Act should do so in 
writing delivered to the North Carolina Division or \V~llL'I' ()uality (NCDWQl. 16:,)() Mail 
Service Center. Raleigh. North Carolina 2760\)-1 ():')() Attention: Mr. .101111 Hennessy hy 
September 10, 2007. 

Essential Fish Habitat 

This notice initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) couxult.u ion requirements or the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation aIIII !VLlIlagl'Illl'nt .\l'l. The Corps' initial 
determination is that the proposed project will not advcrxcl , nupact EFH or assoCiated 
fisheries managed by the SoUt11 Atlantic or Mid :\llantic I;ishl'ry Mauugcmcnr Councils 
or the National Marine Fisheries Service. 

Cultural Resources 

The Corps has consulted the latest published version or the National Register or Historic 
Places and is not aware that any registered properties. or properties listed as being 
eligible for inclusion therein arc located within the project area or will be uficctcd by the 
proposed work. Presently. unknown archeological. scientific. prehistoric. or historical 
data may be located within the project area and/or could he afIcctcd bv till' proposed 
work. 

Endangered Species 

The Corps has rcvi ewed the project area. exam ined d II in I'll rillat Ion prov idcd by the 
applicant and consulted the latest North Carolina Natural Heritage Database. Huxcd on 
available information. the Corps has determined pursuant to the l-:ndangered Species Act 
of 1973. that the proposed project will have Ill) died ou lcdcrallv listed endangered or 
threatened species or their formally designated critical h.ibitar. 

Evaluation 

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation or the probable 
impacts. including cumulative impacts. of the proposed aciivitv on the public interest. 
That decision will reflect the national concern 1'01' both protection and uuliz.u ion LlI 
important resources, The benefit which reasonably may IX' expected to accrue Irom the 
proposal must be balanced again" tits reasonab Iy Iorcsccub lc dct rimcnis. i\ II 1':lctorS 
which may be relevant to the proposal will he conxidcrcd illl'llldill~ the cumulative l'l'l'ccls 



thereof: among those are conservation. economics, acxthcticx. gl'llcral cnviroruucnuu 

concerns. wetlands. historic properties, fish and wildlife values. Ilood havard«. flood plain 
values (in accordance with Executive Order 1 I()~~ l. lund usc. navigation. shoreline 
erosion and accretion. recreation. water supply and conservation. water quality. encrgy 
needs. safety. food and fiber production. mineral needs. conxidcrution-, 01' property 
ownership. and. in general. the needs and wclturc III the people. hlr activities involving 
the discharge of dredged or fill materials in w.ucr« or the l'nitcd States. the cv.ilu.u ion or 
the impact of the activity on the public interest will include .ipplicntion or the 
Environmental Protection Agency's -lO-l(b)( I) guidclincs, 

Commenting Information 

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments lrorn the public: Federal. Slate and local 
agencies and officials. including any consolidate Stare Viewpoint or written position or 
the Governor: Indian Tribes and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate 
the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the 
Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue. modify. condition or deny a permit for 
this proposal. To make this decision. comments arc used to asscss impacts 011 endangered 
species. historic properties. water quality. genlTal environmental crl'cds and the other 
public interest factors listed above. Comments arc used in the preparation or an 
Environmental Assessment (EA I and/or an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (:\EPA I. Comments an: also used to 
determine the need 1'01' a public hearing and to determine the 0\ crall public interest of the 
proposed activity, 

Any person may request. in writing. within the comment period specified in this notice. 
that a public hearing be held to consider the apphc.uion. Requests lor puhlic hearings 
shall state. with particularity. the reasons for holding ,I public hearing, Requests lor a 
public hearing shall he granted. unless the District Engineer determines that the issues 
raised arc insubstantial or there is otherwise no valid interest to be served by a hearing, 

Written comments pertinent to the proposed work. as outlined above. wil] be received 
by the Corps of Engineers. Wilmington District. until :'i]1m. September 10.2007, 
Comments should be submitted to Monte Matthews. Raleigh Regulatory Field Office. 
6508 Fal Is of Neuse Road. Sui te 120. Raleigh. \I orr h Caro Ii 11a 276 15, 
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SITE II 
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STATE OF NORTH CARDLIl\'A 
DP/ISJO:c'\ OF HJGH\VA Y5 

LOCATION: NEW REST AREA - NOR11lBOUND US 421 
WEST OF NC lIS 

TYPE OF WORK: GRADING, PA VING, AND DRAINAGE 
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DESIGN DATA 

ACT 2007 = 1000 

ACT 2030 = 1500 

DHV = 11 % 

D = 100 % 

T = 32% 

V = 20MPH 

fUNC. ClASS. = REST AREA 
• TIST 28% DUAL 4% 

PROJECT LENG11l 

LENGTl'i ROADWAY TIP PROJECT K--4703 = 0.9B1 MILES
 

TOTAL LENGTH Of TIP PROJECT K--4703 = 0.981 MILES
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